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Background 
 
This report provides a brief introduction to the British and Chinese regulatory requirements covering Early Years 
Education (EYE). All British 0-5 years nurseries and day care centres are regulated by the British Government’s Office for 
Standards in Education (Ofsted) and are required to apply the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework to the 
management and operation of these settings. In China, the Ministry of Education has provided educators with a 
comprehensive set of learning and development guidelines for children aged 3-6 and the 0-3 years market in China is far 
less regulated in terms of curriculum requirements. It should be noted that there are far more similarities than 
differences between the British and Chinese systems and the task of blending them into an integrated and modular 
bilingual curriculum for children aged 0-6 in China is a relatively straight-forward matter.  
 
For more information on creating a fully-blended Early Year bilingual learning and assessment environment for the 
kingdergarten and day care market in China, please contact info@angloacademic.org.uk to speak to one of our 
curriculum development specialists. 
 
An Introduction to the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework 
 
The UK Government’s EYFS document is not just an academic curriculum. It is actually the complete development 
framework, assessment guide and operations manual for every British 0-5 EYE setting that is regulated by Ofsted. It also 
describes in great detail how the setting should be staffed and managed to ensure that children are happy, healthy and 
protected during their Early Years learning journey. The EYFS framework is divided into 3 main sections: 
 

• Learning and Development Requirements: This section of the EYFS framework document outlines the 7 main 
areas of learning and development for children aged 0-5. For China-based practitioners, these 7 areas can be 
easily redesigned to match the 5 domains of learning and development requirement by the Chinese Ministry of 
Education for 3-6 year olds. 

• Assessment: This section highlights how practitioners are required under UK law to produce assessment profiles 
of each child under their care. These profiles should provide parents and carers, practitioners and teachers with 
a well-rounded picture of a child’s knowledge, understanding and abilities, their progress against expected 
levels, and their readiness for British primary school. The assessment criteria required under the EYFS system 
can also be blended with the Chinese Ministry of Education guidelines to provide a complete 0-6 year old 
assessment regime. 

• Safeguarding and Welfare Requirements: This is perhaps the most important section of the EYFS because it 
details the legal requirements for British kindergartens in areas such as Child Safety, Staff Training and 
Development, Safety and Suitability of Premises and Managing Behaviour. On request, we are able to provide a 
complete Safeguarding manual for China-based practitioners with guidelines on how to interpret the EYFS 
safeguarding and welfare requirements as well as the documentation to help manage and monitor health and 
safety standards at any EYE site. 
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This report explains how the Chinese Ministry of Education’s Learning and Development Requirements for Children Aged 
0-6 guidelines can be blended and integrated with the UK’s EYFS and the Key Stage 1 Year 1 national curriculum to 
create a totally integrated 0-6 years learning experience in a Chinese setting. It also discusses an assessment regime that 
fits wells with the Chinese guidelines for 3-6 years and also offers regular EYFS-based assessments from 0-3 years. 
 
Understanding the Key Differences Between the British and Chinese Guidelines 
 
The Table 1 below provides a comparison of the main differences in how the British and Chinese government's organize 
their respective schooling systems. In terms of Early Years provision, what is referred to as Nursery and the first grade of 
Key Stage 1 at Infant School would cover the total 0-6 years age group. In China, this is covered by Day Care provision for 
0-3 years and then Kindergarten for 3-6 years.  
 
Table 1 Comparison of British and Chinese Education Systems 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source: British Government's Department of International Trade 
 
The 0-3 years Day Care market in China is relatively free of site and curriculum-related regulation. There are far more 
site-related regulations and approvals involved with issuing a Kindergarten license in China, but the curriculum 
restrictions that have most impact on teaching content affect the 9 years of compulsory education between 6 years old 
and 15 years old in China. 
 
An EYFS-based curriculum is designed to cover the 0-6 age range to address both the 0-3 Chinese Day Care market and 
the 3-6 Chinese Kindergarten age group. This has been achieved by initially combining the key elements of the 0-5 EYFS 
guidelines with Key Stage 1 Year 1 of the British National Curriculum which covers ages 5-6.  
 
Any Chinese children that are progressing at an accelerated rate compared with what British children are studying at 
aged 6 can easily be upgraded to Key Stage 1 Year 2 which is designed for British children aged 6-7. 
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Analysis of the Chinese and British Guidelines For Early Years / Kindergarten Learning 
 
It is instructive to take a look at the respective guidelines from the British and Chinese governments on Early Years / 
Kindergarten learning to see both the similarities and differences in each system.  
 
The Chinese approach to kindergarten learning is encapsulated in the Learning and Development Guidelines for Children 
Aged 3 to 6 Years prepared by the Ministry of Education of the People's Republic of China in September 2012. According 
to the document: 
 

The Guidelines aim to build a solid foundation for young children’s subsequent learning and lifelong 
development. The focus is to promote well-rounded development of young children, including their physical well-
being, cognitive growth, moral strength, and aesthetic sensibility. To achieve this goal, 
the Guidelines articulate expectations and corresponding educational suggestions for children’s learning 
and development between 3 to 6 years of age. The Guidelines help kindergarten teachers and parents set 
learning and development goals based on understanding characteristics of young children and help them provide 
young children with scientifically informed care and education. The desired outcome is to ensure that all young 
children experience a happy and meaningful childhood. 

 
In the UK, the EYFS Guidelines originally introduced by the British Government's Department of Education in 2006, but 
have undergone several revisions since then. It is encouraging to note the similarities that exist in its aims and objectives 
versus those of the Chinese system: 
 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets standards for the learning, development and care of children from 
birth to 5 years old. All schools and Ofsted-registered early years providers must follow the EYFS, including 
childminders, preschools, nurseries and school reception classes. The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
framework supports an integrated approach to early learning and care. It gives all professionals a set of common 
principles and commitments to deliver quality early education and childcare experiences to all children. As well as 
being the core document for all professionals working in the foundation years, the EYFS framework gives mums 
and dads confidence that regardless of where they choose for their child’s early education, they can be assured 
that the same statutory commitments and principles will underpin their child’s learning and development 
experience. 

 
The Chinese approach divides children’s learning and development into 5 main areas: 1) Health, 2) Language, 3) Social 
Development, 4) Science and 5) The Arts. Each of these 5 main areas is then sub-divided into 12 different content 
areas based on the fundamental and key content of the learning and development of young children. Each content area 
describes very specific learning and development benchmarks as well as recommended educational practices that 
should be followed. 
 
The benchmark section states general expectations regarding what children ought to know and be able to do at the end 
of each age period of 3 to 4, 4 to 5 and 5 to 6 years old. As such, it highlights specific directions of young children’s 
learning and development. The recommendation section details educational practices and strategies designed 
to effectively facilitate and promote children’s learning and development. 
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Some of the benchmarks required are very specific, quantitative and results-driven in nature. For example, when it 
comes to a child's strength and endurance, the Chinese Guidelines state that children should be able to hang on a 
horizontal bar for 10 seconds when they are 3-4 years old, 15 seconds when they are 4-5 years old and 20 seconds when 
they 5-6 years old. 
 
In contrast, the British approach is to divide the child's Early Years education into 7 areas of learning and development. 
These are sub-divided into 3 Prime Areas, 1) Communication and Language 2) Physical Development and 3) Personal, 
Social and Emotional Development, and 4 Specific Areas, 4)Literacy 5) Mathematics 6) Understanding the World and 7) 
Expressive Arts and Design. 
 
While there are specific benchmarks in place in the EYFS in terms of Literacy and Mathematics, the benchmarks for the 3 
Prime Areas are far less quantitative in nature than the Chinese approach. However, the ultimate goal of both systems is 
to prepare pre-school children for a smooth entry into their respective primary/elementary school systems. 
The EYFS has 4 guiding principles which should shape the practice of Early Years education.  
 
These are: 

 
• Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured. 
• Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships. 
• Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences respond to their individual 

needs and there is a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers. 
• Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates. 

 
The framework covers the education and care of all children in early years provision, including children with special 
educational needs and disabilities. 
 
The Chinese guidelines also have 4 principles regarding implementation and have very similar goals in terms of the 
child's learning experience should be. They are: 
 
1. Pay attention to the learning and development of the whole child. Child development is a holistic process. It is of 

critical importance to balance different learning goals and integrate different areas of learning for the well-
rounded development of a child instead of giving priority to only one or a few areas. 

2. Respect individual difference in young children’s development. Child development is a continuous and evolving 
process with distinct characteristics at varied stages. All children proceed with a similar developmental trajectory. 
However, the pace of development and therefore the age they reach particular milestones varies from individual to 
individual. It is important to understand and fully respect this individual difference and allow the child to proceed 
with the development “ladder” stated in the Guidelines at her/his own pace with her/his preferred 
approach. One size does not fit all. 

3. Understand young children’s approaches and characteristics in learning processes. Based on direct experiences, 
children learn through play and in their daily lives. It is important to recognize the unique value of play and life 
experience in children’s learning. Teachers and parents should create rich educational environments and 
set appropriate daily schedule to maximally fulfil children’s needs for knowledge acquisition by direct perception, 
hands-on operation and personal experience. Avoid premature education and intensive skill training. 
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4. Emphasise young children’s learning quality. Positive attitudes and good study habits are invaluable assets for 
children’s lifelong learning and development. Teachers and parents should fully respect and protect children’s 
curiosity and interests in learning. They should encourage the development of young children’s good qualities in 
learning, such as taking initiative, focusing attention, being not afraid 
of difficulties, exploring, experimenting, imagining, and creating. Focusing on teaching knowledge and skills without 
attending to the development of learning qualities is short-sighted and harmful. 

 
Both systems emphasize the individuality of the child, the need to teach lifelong learning in a holistic manner and the 
value of play-based education and creativity. 
 
It has therefore been a relatively straightforward to produce a truly blended curriculum that incorporates the best of 
both systems, adds a strong element of international exposure and Chinese-English bilingual learning while still 
preparing children to be physically, socially, mentally and academically ready for Chinese Primary School. 
 
The table below provides a brief outline of the key curriculum elements contained within the UK and Chinese systems. It 
is important to note that when reading the UK EYFS, the UK national curriculum Key Stage 1 and the Chinese 
kindergarten guidelines, the number 
Table 2 Blending the EFYS and the Chinese Guidelines 

 

The complete breakdown of the assessment criteria for the EYFS, Key Stage 1 and the Chinese Ministry of Education’s 3-
6 year kindergarten guidelines are all shown in detail in the appendices of this manual. As highlighted above, the 
Chinese guidelines are divided into 5 main domains of learning, which are in turn sub-divided into a total of 12 sub-
domains. This compares with 7 key areas of learning and development in the EYFS and 8 subjects that are studied in the 
UK at Key Stage Year 1. 
 
Chart 1 below provides a high-level summary of the key elements within the UK and Chinese guidelines. 
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Chart 1 Blending the Chinese and British guidelines 

 

There are obvious similarities between the UK and Chinese guidelines. There is a strong emphasis on health, language 
and development from an early age, with a gradual increase in emphasis on academic progress in literacy, numeracy, 
sciences and the arts over time. 
 
Chart 2 demonstrates how Fennies International has combined and re-arranged the UK requirements with the Chinese 
guidelines to produce what is fully blended and integrated curriculum and pedagogy guide for the 0-6 year market in 
China. 
 
Chart 2 Adapting the EYFS and Key Stage 1 to suit the Chinese guidelines 
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Other International Early Years Systems in China 
 
Finally, it should be noted that there are many types of international early years teaching systems currently being used 
in China. Montessori is the most well-established of these and was introduced into China in 1992. However, systems 
such as High Scope and PYP are also becoming increasing popular in the Chinese market. The chart below provides some 
details on the various different types of Early Years education systems that are being used in the Chinese market. 
 
Table 3 Comparison of International Early Years Teaching Systems 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Source: British Government's Department of International Trade 
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